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BRASH: LOS ANGELES IN 1888

The 2018 USC/Ruskin Art Club Lecture with WILLIAM DEVERELL
WEDNESDAY, September 5, 2018

Join us for a lecture exploring Los Angeles in 1888, the year of the Ruskin Art Club’s founding. It is an especially 
apt time for examining a city that was poised on all manner of adolescent cusps: growth, identity, ambition, as 
well as self-doubt, anxiety, and boundless energy, for both good and ill. Hindsight and history help us see where 
the city would go, but specific focus on this brash year offers perspective on roads not taken, plans unrealized, 
visions quirky, odd, or just plain malevolent. The lecture will be preceded by a reception where materials related 
to the history of the club will be on display. 

DATE MONDAY, March 18, 2019

TIME Reception: 5:30 p.m. | Lecture: 6:00 p.m.

LOCATION Friends of the USC Libraries Lecture Hall
Doheny Memorial Library, Room 240
3550 Trousdale Parkway | University of Southern California

This event is free and open to the public. 
For more information, visit www.ruskinartclub.com

Collections Convergence Initiative

Born 200 years ago, JOHN RUSKIN (1819–1900) was a Victorian polymath whose interests 
spanned art, archaeology, architecture, environmentalism, and social justice for the working 
class. “To see clearly is poetry, prophecy, and religion—all in one,” Ruskin famously wrote. In 
his talk “The Argument of the Eye,” distinguished Ruskin scholar ROBERT HEWISON discusses 
the importance of visual experiences in Ruskin’s life, and traces his career through his own 
drawings and his encounters with great paintings.

ROBERT HEWISON is a cultural historian and preeminent scholar on the work of John 
Ruskin, having published dozens of books and articles on the Victorian art critic and social 
philosopher, whom the New York Times recently declared “Is Having a Comeback.” Hewison 
has held chairs at Oxford, Lancaster, and City Universities—and written about the arts for 
the Sunday Times since 1981. He currently advises numerous cultural foundations and arts 
commissions in the UK.
 


